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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: "such" in line 2 
should be removed. Appropriate correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1 , 3-5, and 8-1 0 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by Bucalo (US Patent No. 4,783,109). 

Regarding claim 1 , the Bucalo reference discloses a mobile stretcher comprising 
a bed face (e.g. top face of 50) on a frame (48) provided with a head-end (e.g. right 
portion of 50 in Fig. 2) and a foot-end (e.g. left portion of 50 in Fig. 2), the foot-end being 
provided with a fixedly arranged rack (Fig. 4), which carries at least one medical 
instrument (e.g. 40,42) as well as that the rack is formed so that the medical instrument 
carried by the rack is located midwise above the foot-end (Fig. 1). Note that the Bucalo 
reference is capable of receiving a spineboard. 

Regarding claim 3, the Bucalo reference discloses the rack being provided with 
two rear support legs (64, 66) fixedly arranged on each side of the frame and 
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substantially leaning against the bed face of the frame for carrying the instrument (Figs. 
1-3). 

Regarding claim 4, the Bucalo reference discloses each support leg being 
provided with a support part (e.g. 80 and 82 respectively) that is substantially parallel to 
the bed face of the frame and that extends forwards towards the head-end of the 
stretcher (Figs. 1-4). 

Regarding claim 5, the Bucalo reference discloses a front end of at least one 
support part being provided with a front support leg (68), which is arranged to 
supportingly abut leaningly towards the bed face of the frame (Figs. 1 -3). 

Regarding claim 8, the Bucalo reference discloses the rack being provided with 
at least one transverse support member (90, 92) for supporting in parallel support parts 
and against which the instrument is arranged to be supported and also fixed (Figs. 1-3). 

Regarding claim 9, the Bucalo reference discloses the rack being provided with 
at least one crash bow (e.g. 102,202) which surrounds the sides and the top side of the 
medical instrument (Figs. 2 and 8). 

Regarding claim 10, the Bucalo reference discloses the crash bow being 
provided with a longitudinal protective bow (e.g. 104). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 



(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
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invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Bucalo. 

Regarding claim 2, the Bucalo reference discloses the invention substantially as 
claimed in claim 1 , including varying the height of the instrument panel to allow for 
passage into an ambulance entrance (Col. 6, Lines 45-54). 

However, the Bucalo reference fails to disclose the height of the bottom side of 
said medical instrument being between 30cm and 50cm. 

Discovering an optimum range of a result effective variable involves only routine 
skill in the art. Since applicant has not shown some unexpected result the inclusion of 
this limitation is considered to be a matter of mechanical expedience. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to make the height of the bottom side of said medical instrument be between 30cm and 
50cm in the Bucalo as a matter of mechanical expedience and in order to insure 
passage into an ambulance entrance (Col. 6, Lines 45-54). 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 6 and 7 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, 
but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The closest prior art, Bucalo (US Patent No. 4,783,109) discloses the invention 
substantially as claimed in claims 1, 3-5, and 8-10; however, the Bucalo reference fails 
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to explicitly disclose the front support leg being turnably mounted. Although 
Hoogendoorn (US Patent No. 5,327,600) discloses turning a leg into a handle, there 
would be no motivation to modify fixed leg 68 of the Bucalo reference since the Bucalo 
reference teaches to have a "patient-loading side". There is no motivation, absent the 
applicant's own disclosure, to modify the Bucalo reference in the manner required by 
the claims. 



Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to GILBERT Y. LEE whose telephone number is (571)272- 
5894. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 - 4:30, M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Patricia L. Engle can be reached on (571)272-6660. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Patricia L Engle/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3673 
/G. Y. L/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3673 



